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Primary source: Civil Rights Movement Veterans 
The primary source I chose is the "Civil Rights Movement Veterans." This civil rights movement was also referred to as the freedom movement. The mass media were the ones calling it the "Civil Rights Movement," while those on the ground protesting for their rights referred to it as the "Freedom Movement." Reason for the protectors referring it as freedom movement since they believed it was much more than it was narrowly defined. It was their cry for freedom from racial discrimination and oppression by the whites. Engaging in the civil rights movement, the people had goals. They were to defy and thereafter overthrow the systemic racial discrimination, oppression, and exploitation by the white Americans across the United States. The Freedom Movement had a few demands, which included social and political equality. It wanted the economic exploitation by the whites and injustice to end. The movement wanted an equal share of the political power for the African-Americans. Unfortunately, the Freedom Movement didn't manage to meet its goals but was able to decisively and permanently put to an end the "Jim Crow" system that was enforcing social inequality by use of segregation as its weapon. Additionally, the movement successfully won voting rights for all non-whites in the United States. It destroyed the whites' legal mechanism to stop the American racial minorities from voting and by introducing a form of second-class semi-citizenship for the African- American. 
From the document, I also learned that the relationship between the Blacks and Whites in the south was oppressive since a majority of the southerners had a racist heart against the blacks. Blacks in the southern states worked as farmers and slaves after the whites implemented the so-called "black code." Additionally, the southern states' governments enacted laws that segregated the blacks by ensuring that they can't use amenities whites use, like parks and schools. This was referred to as the "Jim Crow" law. Through "convict lease," African-Americans would be imprisoned and serve a long prison term for trivial and were forced to work without pay, which was against their will. Civil rights movements went through a variety of phases, trying to free the blacks. Today, there are notions that Martin Luther King Jr led the civil rights movement in the United States, but it is clear that everyone- men, women, and children- worked together to make the movement successful. 
There are a series of events that prove some success to the civil rights movements. In 1954, Rev Oliver Brown sent his child to a white school after winning a case. A case between landmark Brown v board of education led to the supreme court ruling that segregation would never be equal. In 1955 Rosa Parks failed to give away her seat in the bus to a white person, which inspired the Montgomery Bus Boycott. In 1957, with the protection of the military, nine black students attended a white school in Arkansas. Moreover, the civil rights movement also confronted legal disparity, which led to the civil right act (1964) that outlawed segregation in learning institutions and public places, the voting rights act (1965) that outlawed voting racial discrimination, and the fair housing act (1968) that outlawed any form of racial disparity in housing. In 1972, the equal opportunity act was enacted and meant to ensure African Americans better represent industries. In 1964, 100 African Americans had an opportunity to hold political office, and by 1992, the number had increased to 8000.
Even with all those laws and moves by the civil rights movements, the African-Americans never achieved economic equality and remained a socially disadvantaged group. Civil rights didn't create jobs for most blacks since they remained poor and some point, frustrated due to persistent discrimination. Police harassment and low standards of living are among other issues facing blacks in the United States. The basic rights the blacks had been promised were not really put into practice, which has been motivating the black community to set-up their own policies that govern them, housing, and education schemes to remain self-reliant.    
















